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The br cf  f r -om the Ka rnai  Board of

D rectors was to rep cate some

of the l radi t iofa br  Ldlng forms

fr . rm the 1950 s ancl  ga vanise

th--rn wi ih todays lechno ol jy  ancl

ef f icenc es Tlre fac ty was to

nclude an upma ket  cafe cheesc

tast  f l l  fac l  l t  es.  sales and reta i l

ar--as (which wou. l  provlc le p!b l ic

v lewi fg of  the cheese rnakln! l

process).  t ra n ng and cooking

faci l l t ies ancl  adm n strat  on of f  ces

Thls was to be des l lned to caPture

the ambi--nce of  l r  s lor ical  va ues

t h r o u g l r  l h e  L r s e  o i  n o s L a  g i c

memor.rb i l la  and recyclecl  bLr d i r r ! l

maier ia s salvag'-d f rom th" o ld

Lrut ter  factory on the or  g ina

The desigf  of  th s bul  d in l l  centr"s

on the t rad t lcrna bui ld nq forms

r l - -ve oped and designed by

Archi tect  Jolr r r  A Duf i  a Plon"er
i r r  re ntorc--d cortcret-o construct  on

wlth 60 c ia t r '  factory de:r  gns Lo his

cro. l i t .  Dairy lactor l ) /  constrL ic t ion

fronr t l re 50 s fo owed th s t rend.

Photol l raph c rcfer , -nce sugg- 's ts

each factory was in. lv idual ly

des gn--d a though . , r  number o i

synefg es ex s lco

The dcslgn fo Kaima Cheese Co

Ltd factory.rd.rp ls the t racl i t iona

iorms of  t l re 1 950 s fnctor  es an. l

emulatcs.  to.r  cef ta n extef t ,  t r le

his lor  ca forrn oI  the Waharoa

BLr lLer Factory which ex sted on an

a( l jacent  s i t - -  !nL ls  demot iof  in

2 0 0 5 .

Conslruct  on ut l  ses precast

cofcrete ext , - r fa wal ls ,  t  r rber

f rarred gabl--  s t rucl r res wi th

wcat l ierboard c.rdding t l rnber

wind.rw jo nery cor ist rLrcted uslnq

tradl t lon.r  l ro[ ]  cs corru! latcd

lrcn roof  f lJ ,  gut ters and exposed

t mb,-r  bearns The factory interor  is

constrLrcLeci  us ng Inodern f in ishes

to mc,- t  MAF q|ra i ty  standards in

hyg ene.



The retai l  area and caf6 are
constructed using precast concrete
walls whlch are spanned by large,
exposed, Oregon and Rimu trusses
(salvaged from the Old Waharoa
Dairy Factory). Surplus trusses
have been recycled and used to
good effeci as exposed beams
and rafters forming the roof over
the Caf6 area. Recycled tongue
and grooved Rimu cei l ing l inings
are used to compliment the t imber

trusses and joinery counter units
to the Caf6. The Caf6 f looring is
recycled tongue and grooved Matai
oi led to provide a r ich contrast to
the Rimu cei l ings. The rematnder
of the internal f inishes are natural
concrete with painted t imber
wrndow joinery. An air condit ioned
Off ice space ls located within the
roof space, over the maturation
rooms, with visual connection into
the retai space through glazing
within the end of the t lmber trusses.

Natura ighting is via windows,
dormers and gables which provides
a visLral connectlon wlth roof forms
and the exterior andscaplng.

The design brief specjf ied the use of
co oured roofing to glve the effect of
the old red lead colours that were
tradit ional ly used on corrugate roofs
in the 1950 s era.

Architect Gavin Robins brief to
Pacif ic Coilcoaters was to develop
this colour especia y for this
project. The requirements were for
a tradit ional appearance to stay in
keeping with the historical f lavour of
the operation.

The colour was tr lal led and matched
to the new co our, Kaimai Red,
by PPG. PCC ran ihe coi in
ColorCote@ ZRSTM which was
then supplied to Dimond, Hamilton,
for forming.

The remainder of the bui lding
exterior is being progressively
painted jn a colour palette
reminiscent of the era.

The ridge roof vents are a
combination of units sa vaged from
the old Butter Factory and new
units constructed in identical detai l .
These are functional appl icat ions
and not just for effect.

An old concrete f ire proof bunker
was salvaged frorn another site and
used as the basis for an outbui lding
which houses water boi lers and
p/ant servicing the large kitchen
juxtaposed to the Caf6

The bui lding is si ted in a prominent
posit ion to State Highway 2 and
appears as i f  i t  has existed since the
1 9 5 0  s .

A number of pairons have
unwitt ingly commented on how
wei Kaimai Cheese Co Ltd. have
restored the old Dairy Factory
bui lding at Waharoa This is an
endorsement to the success of
fulf i l l ing the cl lents original brief and
vlsion... ." to repl icate a tradit ional
bui lding form that endorses the
Kaimai Brand "
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